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Sandra S. Yamate is the CEO of the Institute for Inclusion in the Legal Profession, a 501 (c) 3 organization
that focuses on promoting greater diversity and inclusion in the legal profession. Previously, she was the
Director of the ABA’s Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the Profession and was the first
Executive Director of the Chicago Committee on Minorities in Large Law Firms. Prior to that, she was a
litigator for ten years.

Ms. Yamate was a founder and former president of the Asian American Bar Association of Chicago and a
founder of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association. She is a past president of the Harvard
Law Society and the Japanese American Service Committee and has served on the boards of numerous
other not-for-profit organizations.

Ms. Yamate earned her AB from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where she graduated
cum laude in Political Science, magna cum laude in History and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. She is a
graduate of Harvard Law School.

Outside the legal profession, Ms. Yamate is the founder of Polychrome Publishing and author of several
Asian American children’s books. She, her husband, Brian Witkowski, and their dog, Pistachio, live in
Chicago.



